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Whole Book Class Reading Suggestions 
Year Four, Autumn term: REMEMBRANCE

The House by the Lake: The Story of a Home and a 
Hundred Years of History by Thomas Harding, illustrated by 
Britta Teckentrup, published by Walker Studio

This non-fiction picturebook explores the story of a family 
home near Berlin as it finds itself on the frontline of history.  
The house and its memories are being kept alive by the  
great-grandson of the original owners, who is creating a centre 
for education and reconciliation. Narrative non-fiction picturebook 

Archie’s War by Marcia Williams, published by Walker Books

This scrapbook-style diary becomes a treasure trove of 
wartime ephemera as the fictional Archie records his memories 
of WW1. Picturebook/graphic novel 

Rabbityness by Jo Empson, published by Child’s Play

Rabbit loves to paint and make music, so when he disappears 
his friends are devastated. But Rabbit has left them a parting 
gift: ways to make beautiful colours and sounds, and lots of 
happy memories. A story about how we hold onto those we 
love, and the impact they have on us. Picturebook

Grandpa Green by Lane Smith published by Macmillan

Each fantastically-shaped hedge marks an event or memory in 
Grandpa’s long and active life, and Grandpa tells their stories 
as his great-grandchild helps him in the garden. Picturebook 

The Matchbox Diary by Paul Fleischman and Bagram Ibatoulline, 
published by Walker Book 

An old man encourages his great-granddaughter to explore 
the tiny objects hidden inside his collection of old matchboxes. 
They tell the story of a journey across the sea and new life in 
a distant land – a life that has been full of books and happy 
memories. Picturebook 


